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Report

Start 1

Major COA

4. There are two types of 
Certificates of 
Appropriateness (COAs), 
Minor and Major. Major 
COAs are for more significant 
changes to the exterior of a 
building/property, including 
painting, and require a public 
hearing. After your 
preapplication meeting (if 
required), staff will determine 
whether the application is 
major or minor. You will be 
prompted to log back into the 
permit portal to complete the 
submission and the review 
will proceed. 

Resubmission

1. Architectural review is 
required for improvements 
visible from the public realm 
(roads, parks, plazas, etc.)
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5. For large developments, at 
least one work session with 
the BAR is required. For 
projects with a more limited 
scope, work sessions may not 
needed. Staff will coordinate 
the timing of the work session 
with you directly.

BAR Public Hearing 6

Revise Submission 
(optional)

Public Hearing 
Staff Report

Architectural 
Review

Denied

Approved

10

11

12

Deferred

13

NOTE: This flowchart is for illustrative 
purposes only. Not every submission will 
follow this exact review flow.

Step numbers are 
not sequential

Submit BAR Preapplication 
through Permit Portal 2

2. See instructions for 
submitting a BAR application.
2. See instructions for 
submitting a BAR application.

3. Preapplication meetings 
are not always required. 
Staff will contact you directly 
if a preapplication meeting is 
required.

Completeness 
review

Completeness 
review

6. Staff will coordinate with 
you directly to schedule the 
public hearing. Once the 
hearing is scheduled, you will 
receive an email notification 
from the Permit Portal.

6. Staff will coordinate with 
you directly to schedule the 
public hearing. Once the 
hearing is scheduled, you will 
receive an email notification 
from the Permit Portal.

https://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/community-development-planning/applications-for-download/-fsiteid-1#!/
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/community-development-planning/applications-for-download/-fsiteid-1#!/
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/$f2d77c61-d2ce-4cfd-a631-a2516aa4ea03$/Redirects/Permit-Hub-Documents/How-to-Apply-BAR
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/$f2d77c61-d2ce-4cfd-a631-a2516aa4ea03$/Redirects/Permit-Hub-Documents/How-to-Apply-BAR
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