
October 19, 2017 Open House
2035 Comprehensive Plan 
Draft Actions and Metrics



What is a Comprehensive Plan?
 Document describing a community’s vision 

for how it wants to physically grow and 
develop over the next 10 to 20 years

 Provides guidance on land use, housing,  
transportation, economic development, 
environment, parks, arts, etc.

 Reflects community values

 Policy document for decision-making which 
informs zoning and budget decisions (CIP)



Code of Virginia Requirements (Sec. 15.2-2223)
 Comprehensive plan became mandatory for all Virginia localities in 1980 

 Local planning commission tasked with preparing & recommending Plan 
to governing body (City Council) which is responsible for adopting it

 Plan intended to be general in nature and identify “approximate” locations 
and characters of major features

 Includes long-range recommendations for general development and a 
map of the area 

 Certain requirements, but content and process left largely to locality



Code of Virginia Requirements (Sec. 15.2-2224)
 Methods of implementation … 
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2035 Comprehensive Plan Public Engagement



1. Introduction
2. Land Use Strategies
3. Transportation, Mobility and Connectivity
4. Environment and Sustainability
5. Economic Vitality
6. Community Services
7. Implementation

Appendices (Fact Book, Community Outreach & Communications, Chesapeake Bay Preservation)

2035 Comprehensive Plan Table of Contents



2035 Comprehensive Plan Content Areas 
1. Introduction

 Vision and Guiding Principles
 Planning Process
 Statutory Requirements

2. Land Use Strategies
 Land Use 
 Neighborhoods
 Commercial Corridors and Local 

Activity Centers
 Housing
 Community Design and Historic 

Preservation
3. Transportation, Mobility and Connectivity

4. Environment and Sustainability
 Natural Environment
 Sustainability Initiatives

5. Economic Vitality

6. Community Services
 Education
 Parks and Recreation 
 Cultural Arts
 Government and Public Safety
 Infrastructure and Utilities

7. Implementation
 Implementation Strategy (Matrix)



VISION: The inspirational statement of Fairfax in 2035

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: Content-specific inspirational statements 

GOALS: General statements of the ideals toward which the City strives

OUTCOMES: What success looks like for each goal

ACTIONS: Specific steps necessary to realize each goal/outcome

METRICS: How to measure progress toward achieving each goal

2035 Comprehensive Plan Structure



2035 Comprehensive Plan Vision Statement
The City of Fairfax is a vibrant, livable 21st

century community with a strong, 
sustainable economy that supports 

walkable, safe and convenient access to 
the natural and built environment.



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
Purpose of Today’s Open House

• Provide input on the draft actions and metrics 
proposed for the 2035 Comprehensive Plan 

• Actions/metrics organized by content area for each of 
the chapters in the Plan

• Actions/metrics developed based on Planning 
Commission discussions with City Boards and 
Committees, current Comprehensive Plan and best 
practices  

• Consider the following questions as you review and 
provide comments on the draft actions and metrics …



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
LAND USE STRATEGIES:
Neighborhoods

• How do we preserve existing neighborhood character?
• How do we ensure infill housing fits in with the existing character?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
LAND USE STRATEGIES:

Commercial Corridors and Local Activity Centers 
• How do we capitalize on the authenticity of Old Town to make it an even better place?
• How do we create attractive destinations at the centers along Fairfax Blvd?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
LAND USE STRATEGIES:
Housing

• Is the current housing stock reflective of the housing demand?
• How do we ensure there is housing that is affordable for all income levels?
• What is the desired mix of housing types (single-family, townhouses, multi-family)?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
LAND USE STRATEGIES:
Community Design and Historic Preservation

• What is the character and visual identify of the city’s commercial centers?
• Do the commercial centers include vibrant public spaces for people to gather & interact?
• Are any historic structures threatened or in danger of being demolished?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
TRANSPORTATION, MOBILITY & CONNECTIVITY:

• How do we ensure people of all ages and abilities can safely and conveniently move about 
the city either by walking, bicycling, riding the bus or driving?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY:
Natural Environment 

• What can we do to protect our water resources, tree canopy, natural habitats and wildlife?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY:
Sustainability Initiatives

• What can we do to reduce our carbon footprint? 
• What can we do to reduce energy usage in the city?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
ECONOMIC VITALITY:

• How can we attract a greater mix of retail to fill the gaps in the market?
• How can we encourage business investment and entrepreneurship?
• How do we retain existing businesses and attract new ones to the city?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Education 

• Is there capacity to accommodate future growth/enrollment at existing public schools?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Parks and Recreation 

• What do we need to do to maintain our high-quality parks, trails and recreational facilities ?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Cultural Arts

• How can we further the arts in the commercial activity centers and throughout 
the community?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Government and Public Safety

• How to ensure the City continues to provide quality services in an efficient and 
cost-effective manner?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Draft Actions/Metrics 
COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Infrastructure and Utilities

• How to ensure infrastructure and utilities are well-maintained and meet future 
capacity needs?



2035 Comprehensive Plan Community Input
 November 15 Public Meeting (6:00 - 8:00 pm, Sherwood 

Center) on Development Scenarios 
 December 7 Public Meeting (6:00 - 8:00 pm, Sherwood 

Center) on Development Scenarios
 Spring/Summer 2018 Review and Public Hearings on 2035 

Comprehensive Plan



2035 Comprehensive Plan Next Generation Input 

Engage and seek support from student bodies 



703 / 385.7930

www.fairfaxva.gov/LivableFairfax

ComprehensivePlan@fairfaxva.gov

Questions/Comments

For More Information  
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