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A way to illustrate – with graphics and numbers –
what the future will look like, given different 

development contexts.

What Is Scenario Planning?
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What Is Scenario Planning?
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Scenario Planning Can Estimate:
● Some effects of growth and development patterns 

over the next 20-25 years;
● How we can best meet the City’s needs;
● How various plans and strategies will meet certain 

local and regional needs.

Can consolidate questions people have about 
future growth.
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Envision Tomorrow
Envision Tomorrow is the software used for 
our Scenario Planning.

Free: ‘Open Access’ 
software package.

Suite of planning tools 
includes analysis and 
scenario design.

Includes indicators for 
land use, housing, 
demographics, fiscal 
impacts, economics, 
transportation, 
environment, and 
quality of life.
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Envision Tomorrow
Inputs:

● City’s current characteristics;

● Future development options;

● Basic assumptions:
 Land Use  Demographics
 Transportation  Economics
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Envision Tomorrow
Main Inputs: Future Building & Types:

Building Types
Several dozen 

‘types’ of building 
characteristics

Development 
Types

Mix of various 
Building Types

Scenario 
Development

How the 
Development Types 

fit together

Evaluation
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Envision Tomorrow

Building Type 
and GIS data 
entered into 
spreadsheet
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Envision Tomorrow

Results are 
generated for 
various 
development 
scenarios.
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Envision Tomorrow
Outputs:
● City’s future characteristics:
 Land Use (how much land is occupied by various uses)
 Transportation (trip generation, etc.)
 Fiscal Impact estimate of citywide scenarios
 Environment (sustainability, emissions, etc.)

● Several future development options compared.



What’s Next
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Staff is preparing various scenarios:

● Scenario Planning Open Houses:

 Nov. 15 (6:00pm at Sherwood Ctr) 

 Dec. 7 (6:00pm at Sherwood Ctr) 

● Can be considered one ingredient in 
determining our best course for the future.

Questions?

Results

Assumptions
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