
Bicycle-Pedestrian Count Instructions
City of Fairfax

General Instructions:
- Arrive about 15 minutes ahead of schedule to orient yourself and get set up.
- At the site: ensure your safety. Be aware of your surroundings and select an observation point where 

you can count safely out of the way of traffic.
- Record the background information at the top of each sheet. 
- Orient the form using the north arrow, and label the streets and any landmarks to help with 

orientation while you count. 
- Make any additional notes or adjustments to the count forms as needed to reflect conditions at your 

specific site (construction or other barriers, non-standard intersection layout, etc.)
- Items to bring: 

- These instructions
- Count forms (you’ll need 8 diagrams to count 15-minute intervals for 2 hours)
- Safety vest or bright clothing
- Clipboard
- Pens or pencils
- Watch or timer to record 15-minute intervals
- Optional: Weather appropriate gear (hat, jacket, sunscreen etc.), snacks, water, folding chair

Counting Instructions:
- This is a volume count: if someone passes twice, count them twice.
- Make a tic mark next to the “B” for each bicycle and the “P” for each pedestrian in the appropriate 

box for each directional movement (left, right, or straight from each street).
- Count the number of people on bicycles, not the number of bicycles.
- Pedestrians include people in wheelchairs or assisted devices and children in strollers.
- People using other equipment (skateboards, scooters, etc.) should be counted as pedestrians.
- Use a separate diagram for each 15-minute interval. 
- After completing all counts for the entire 2-hour period, note the total number in each box

Field Notes:
- If you have time, keep a tally of bicyclists with/without helmets, number of children, number of male 

and female travelers, and number of “other” equipment users (skateboards, scooters, etc.). This 
information is supplemental – focus on the turn counts first, and only count this if you have time.

- Note any other general observations during your counts (accidents or close calls, major events 
nearby, etc.)

Return the completed count forms by:
- Email: take a photo of each sheet or scan and send to: 

chloe.ritter@fairfaxva.gov
- Mail or in person: 

Chloe Ritter
City of Fairfax Transportation Division
10455 Armstrong St Room 200
Fairfax, VA 22030

For questions, call or email: chloe.ritter@fairfaxva.gov, 703-273-5652
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