
Back	  to	  the	  Future:	  
Walkable	  Urbanism	  &	  Fairfax	  









 THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION  METROPOLITAN POLICY PROGRAM 

One does NOT build transportation systems 
with the goal of moving people  

One builds transportation 
systems with the goal of 

economic development, the 
means is by moving people 

 

Corollary to Transportation Drives Development: 



“See the USA in your Chevrolet” 















`	  



3rd Version of the American Dream: 
Option of Walkable Urban OR Drivable Sub-Urban 





















U	  Street/Shaw	  in	  D.C.	  







Arlington	  Starts	  Transforms	  in	  1980s:	  
Rail	  Transit,	  Overlay	  Zoning	  &	  Mgmt	  

Same	  Place	  Today	  
	  

1980s:	  Ex-‐Sears	  Stores	  
	  

Two	  blocks	  north	  and	  south,	  single	  family	  housing	  that	  is	  highest	  priced	  in	  
Arlington	  on	  $/foot	  basis:	  Best	  of	  Two	  Worlds	  
10%	  of	  the	  land=50%+	  of	  government	  revenues	  

Among	  best	  schools	  in	  Country	  
	  







Walkable  Urbanism & 
Educat ion of  Metro Region Populat ion
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% of Metro Region’s Office & Retail Space in WalkUPs

50%

y=0.47x + 0.24

R2
= 0.65

Correlation: 

WALKUPS: 
EDUCATION & GDP 

•  Significant correlation, but no 
causal link 

•  % of workforce with college 
degrees: 
•  Top 6 high-ranked metros: 39% 
•  Low-ranked 10 metros: 29% 

(overall average = 33%) 

•  GDP per capita: 
•  Top 6 high-ranked metros: 

$60,400 

•  Low-ranked 10 metros:  
$43,900—or 38% higher  
(overall average = $52,000) 













	  What	  Has	  Arlington	  Taught	  Us	  
•  Best	  of	  both	  worlds:	  suburban	  splendor	  within	  walking	  distance	  of	  great	  

walkable	  urbanism	  
•  County	  has	  measured,	  listened	  and	  analyzed	  	  
•  Started	  on	  affordable	  housing	  strategy	  before	  it	  was	  perceived	  to	  be	  an	  

issue	  &	  stuck	  to	  it	  in	  good	  years	  and	  bad	  
•  Walkable	  urban	  development	  absolutely	  and	  on	  per	  capita	  basis	  reduced	  

traffic	  
•  Walkable	  urban	  development	  absolutely	  and	  on	  a	  per	  square	  foot	  basis	  

reduced	  need	  for	  parking	  
•  High	  density	  rental	  &	  for-‐sale	  housing	  resulted	  in	  1/13th	  the	  school	  age	  

child	  genera]on	  rate…massive	  subsidy	  for	  schools	  
•  Place	  Management	  services	  and	  roles	  is	  drama]cally	  expand	  its	  func]ons	  

(parking,	  parks,	  branding,	  economic	  development,	  workforce	  training,	  etc.)
—devolu]on	  of	  County	  services	  to	  place	  level…missing	  level	  of	  governance	  
in	  society	  

•  Never	  too	  late	  to	  start…”In	  the	  long	  run,	  all	  solu]ons	  are	  temporary.”	  

•  Walkable	  urbanism	  is	  THE	  #1	  way	  we	  are	  and	  will	  address	  climate	  change	  



Poten]al	  Fairfax	  To-‐Do	  List	  
•  Consciously	  intend	  to	  redevelop	  downtown	  and	  have	  a	  corridor	  

connec]on	  to	  GMU…two	  WalkUPs,	  one	  town	  and	  the	  other	  gown	  
•  Tour	  na]onal	  models	  of	  two	  WalkUP	  university	  towns,	  such	  as	  

Ann	  Arbor	  (U	  of	  Michigan),	  Lancaster	  (F&M	  College),	  
Charlohesville	  (UVA).	  Tour	  metro	  DC	  models,	  esp.	  Bethesda	  &	  ARL	  

•  Establish	  boundaries	  around	  both	  GMU	  and	  downtown	  separa]ng	  
these	  WalkUPs	  from	  SFD	  neighborhoods	  

•  Insure	  the	  proper	  zoning	  is	  in	  place	  to	  “make	  the	  right	  thing	  easy”	  
•  Plan	  for	  a	  streetcar	  to	  connect	  the	  two	  WalkUPs,	  possibly	  

someday	  expanding	  to	  a	  Light	  Rail	  connec]on	  to	  Vienna	  Metrorail	  
•  Establish	  a	  place	  management	  organiza]on,	  e.g.,	  a	  business	  

improvement	  district	  (BID)	  
•  Research,	  listen,	  analyze	  and	  communicate	  about	  the	  

redevelopment	  process,	  e.g.,	  Arlington	  
•  Track	  the	  improvement	  in	  GMU	  rankings	  as	  the	  WalkUP	  matures	  
•  Track	  the	  increased	  quality	  of	  life,	  housing	  price	  premiums	  and	  

economic	  development	  as	  the	  downtown	  WalkUP	  matures	  







Christopher	  B.	  Leinberger	  
Land	  use	  strategist,	  developer,	  author,	  researcher,	  professor	  

(www.cleinberger.com)	  

•  The	  Next	  Slum?,	  The	  Atlan]c	  
Monthly,	  March,	  2008	  	  

•  Here	  Comes	  the	  
Neighborhood,	  The	  Atlan]c	  

•  “The	  Death	  of	  the	  Fringe	  
Suburbs”,	  New	  York	  Times,	  
November	  26,	  2011	  

•  “Now	  Coveted,	  A	  Walkable	  
Convenient	  Place”,	  New	  
York	  Times,	  May	  25,	  2012	  

•  Metro	  DC	  WalkUP	  report	  
•  “12	  Best	  Movies	  about	  

Urbanism”	  Next	  City	  


