
If you’re new to the city, welcome!
Call 703-385-7800 

for new resident information.

Cityscene
What’s Happening in the City of Fairfaxwww.fairfaxva.gov

VOL. 47  •  NO. 3-E •  MARCH 2017

EDA and Chamber of  
Commerce Collocate at 

MEC-Fairfax
The City of Fairfax Economic Develop-

ment Authority (EDA) has joined forces 
with the Central Fairfax Chamber of 
Commerce (CFCC) to more effectively 
support Fairfax businesses by collocat-
ing in an office in the Mason Enterprise 
Center-Fairfax, 4031 University Drive.

The new joint office space highlights 
the strength of the EDA’s relationship with 
the CFCC while positioning the EDA to 
more efficiently reach new and expanding 
businesses. 

Information about this collocation is 
featured on the EDA’s new website, www.
fairfaxcityeda.org, which focuses on com-
municating the benefits of operating a 
business in the city.  The website allows the 
EDA to communicate directly with busi-
nesses, residents, and other visitors about 
ongoing programs, initiatives, available 
properties, business startup assistance, 
rental opportunities, and more.

Fairfax businesses also can benefit from 
the collocation by taking advantage of the 
services offered by other building tenants, 
including the Mason Small Business De-
velopment Center.

Currently, office hours are by appoint-
ment — scheduled directly with the CFCC 
(www.cfcc.org) or the EDA; regular office 
hours are expected in the near future.

Business
N E W S

David L. Meyer, a five-term City Coun-
cilmember, was elected 
Mayor of the City of 
Fairfax in the February 7 
Special Election. Meyer 
was officially sworn in 
February 10, after votes 
were certified and his 
resignation from the City 
Council. His term ends 
June 30, 2018.

The City Council may 
appoint a person to the 
City Council to fill  the 
vacancy created by Mayor 
Meyer’s election. At press 
time, the City Council 

had not made an appointment. 
At the February 14 City 

Council meeting, the Mayor 
and City Council asked the 
city attorney to request a 
special election be held on 
September 12 to fill the City 
Council vacancy. 

This date must be ap-
proved by the Fairfax Circuit 
Court. (Court ruling was 
pending at press time.) Infor-
mation: 703-385-7850.

Information about the elec-
toral process is available from 
the Office of Elections: 703-
385-7890.

Meyer Elected Mayor; Council Selects 
September 12 for Special Election

The Budget: Fiscal Year 2017-18

Budget Review Continues; Community 
Outreach Meeting Set for March 7

Help determine the city’s financial prior-
ities by participating in the annual review of 
the proposed budget for the City of Fairfax. 

The review process for fiscal year 2017-18 
includes community outreach at the March 
7 City Council work session. Community 
participation is encouraged throughout the 
process. The City Council adopts the budget 
May 3.  

The budget is a detailed description of 
how taxpayer money is spent, and explains 
the city’s goals, programs, and activities for 
that fiscal year.  It includes the first year of 
the five-year Capital Improvement Pro-
gram. The proposed budget is posted on the 
city website and available from the Finance 
Department. Information: 703-385-7870.

Budget Review Schedule
March 7: Staff presentations to City Council 	

     and community outreach
March 14: Public hearing; consideration of 

real estate tax rate to be advertised
March 28: Public hearing; work session
April 4: Work session
April 11: Introduction of rates for com-

mercial and industrial property tax, 
wastewater

April 25: Real estate tax rate public hearing; 
work session

May 3: Public hearing; budget adoption

Meetings and work sessions are held  
at the City Hall Annex and televised 

on Cityscreen-12; see page 5. 
Schedule is subject to change.

Mayor David L. Meyer

mailto:WeCare%40fairfaxva.gov?subject=new%20resident%20information
http://www.fairfaxva.gov
http://www.fairfaxcityeda.org
http://www.fairfaxcityeda.org
http://www.cfcc.org
http://fairfaxva.gov/government/finance/budget
http://fairfaxva.gov/government/finance/budget
mailto:Kerry.Kidd%40fairfaxva.gov?subject=
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Fairfax Resolution 2017:  
Build an Emergency Kit

In March, prepare for emergen-
cies by building an emergency kit 
to take care of yourself and your 
household (including pets) for 

72 hours. Get suggestions from the 
Office of Emergency Management: visit the 
Preparedness Training Information page on 
the city website or call  703-385-4856.

Follow Fairfax Resolution in 2017 to (re)
discover a city service or a treasure every 
month. Share a suggestion for Fairfax Reso-
lution via WeCare@fairfaxva.gov or 703-
385-7855. 

2016 Business Recycling  
Report Due March 1

City business owners are asked to elec-
tronically submit their annual business recy-
cling report to the city by March 1 using a 
form on the city website. The report details 
actual or estimated weight or volume of re-
cycled materials provided by recycling ven-
dors. The report must be completed online. 
Free computer services and Internet access 
are available at the City of Fairfax Regional 
Library, 10360 North Street.

BPOL Payment, Filing Due 
March 1

The deadline for city businesses to file 
and pay for the City of Fairfax business li-
cense (BPOL) is March 1. The postmark, not 
the postage meter date, determines the filing 
and payment date of mailed applications.

License renewals and new licenses must 
be filed and paid to the Commissioner of the 
Revenue. Information: 703-385-7880.

Share Input on the  
Draft Comprehensive Plan 

Through March 3
Offer input on the 2035 City of Fairfax 

Comprehensive Plan Draft Goals and Out-
comes — consider completing an online sur-
vey through March 3 at www.fairfaxva.gov/
livablefairfax. Information: 703-385-7930.

fingerprints, a digital photo, video, a general 
physical description, vital personal informa-
tion, and a family code word. Encrypted 
private information can be accessed only by 
law enforcement personnel. 

Appointments are required. Information:  
police.information@fairfaxva.gov, 703-273-
2889.

 Tax Preparation Assistance 
Available

IRS-certified volunteers offer free federal 
tax return assistance to those in low- and 
moderate-income households (earning less 
than $54,000 in 2016). Drop-in sites are avail-
able through April 15 in multiple locations 
in Northern Virginia. Assistance includes 
preparation and facilitated self-assistance, e-
filing and printed copies of returns. Informa-
tion: www.nvacash.org, 703-533-5702.

Other IRS resources include Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE: www.
irs.gov/help-resources) and Armed Forces 
Tax Council (www.irs.gov/uac/military- 
personnel-and-their-families-get-free-tax-
help).

Vendor Applications  
Accepted for City Events  

Through March 16
The City of Fairfax seeks applications for 

vendors at three city events. Food vendors 
are sought for the Independence Day ac-
tivities July 4. Craft and food vendors are 
sought for the Fall Festival October 14 and 
the Holiday Craft Show November 18-19. 
Applications, due March 16, are available 
on the city website. Information: 703-385-
7858. 

SafeAssured ID Kits  
Available by Appointment  

April 29
The City of Fairfax Police De-

partment, in conjunction with 
the Optimist Club of Fairfax, 

will offer free SafeAssured identi-
fication kits for children from 10 a.m. to  
2 p.m. April 29 at the City of Fairfax Police 
Department, 3730 Old Lee Highway. 

Parents will receive a full-color photo 
ID and a mini-CD that contains digital 

Harriet Tubman:  
The Chosen One

2 pm March 25 • City Hall Annex
Take a journey on the Underground 

Railroad with Harriet Tubman with 
this one-woman show. Actress Gwen-
dolyn Briley-Strand portrays Harriet 
Tubman (and more than a dozen other 
characters). The free performance is 
recommended for age 8 and older. 

Select panels of the traveling exhib-
it about the life and legacy of Harriet 
Tubman, Portals Through Time, will be 
on display. Light refreshments will be 
served. Information: 703-591-0560. 

Presented by:

Women’s History Month Event

City of Fairfax 
Commission 

for Women

HB Historic Blenheim

City of Fairfax  
Office of  

Historic Resources

http://www.fairfaxva.gov
mailto:WeCare@fairfaxva.gov
http://fairfaxva.gov/government/public-works/operations-division/refuse-recycling/commercial-recycling-report
http://fairfaxva.gov/government/public-works/operations-division/refuse-recycling/commercial-recycling-report
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/livablefairfax
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/livablefairfax
mailto:police.information@fairfaxva.gov
http://www.nvacash.org
http://www.irs.gov/help
http://www.irs.gov/help
http://www.irs.gov/uac/military
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INFORMATION: 703-385-7837

Almanac
Spring Cleanup Month  

Includes Leaf Collection, 
Street Sweeping in April
The city spruces up, and provides spe-

cial services, in April for Spring Cleanup 
Month. Information: 703-385-7995.

Spring Cleanup Day — Residents, 
community groups, service groups, and 
others may clean up neighborhoods (or 
any city public area) on Spring Cleanup 
Day April 29. The city provides trash 
bags and collects the used trash bags on 
Spring Cleanup Day. Can’t make that 
day? Call to see how the city can help 
your efforts.  

Curbside Leaf Collection — On 
Tuesdays in April, vacuum trucks will 
collect loose leaves raked to the curb in 
residential neighborhoods that receive 
curbside refuse/recycling collection. 
Bagged leaves are not collected in April. 
Please rake leaves to the curb by 7 a.m. 
on collection days: April 4, 11, 18 and 25. 

Street Sweeping — The city sweeps 
residential streets Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Fridays in April; please refrain 
from parking on residential streets from 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. on those days. Signs are 
posted in neighborhoods.

Contractors Must Dispose 
of Their Own Debris

Contractors who offer services from 
home renovations to landscaping must 
dispose of their debris themselves, rather 
than leave the materials at the curb.  The 
Public Works Department does not dis-
pose of contractor-created debris.

Solid Waste Services  
Guide Available

For refuse and recycling informa-
tion, see the Solid Waste Services Guide, 
available online and by request: 703-385-
7837, RefuseRecycling@fairfaxva.gov.

* Individual assessments will vary.

2017 Projected Average Residential Assessments*

Cobbdale - $616,400

Assembly - $427,200

Fairchester
$447,100

Fairfax Woods - $392,200

Fairfax Acres - $528,300

Rustfield
$649,700Westmore - $401,600

Pumpkin Place - $431,900
Autumn Woods - $633,300

Ardmore - $307,700

Fairfax West
Condos

$154,200

Mosby Woods - $518,100

Cambridge Station - $419,300

Mosby Woods Condos
$163,700 / $231,500

Great Oaks
$609,200

Foxcroft
Colony

$167,200Country
Club Hills
$481,700

Lord Fairfax 
Estates

$487,900

Fairview -  $429,700

Maple Hill
$429,300

Fairfax Towne
Estates - $495,400

Green Acres
$481,100

Old Lee Hills
$527,900

Warren Woods - $442,700

Aspen Grove
$582,300

Comstock
$389,700

Barrister’s Keepe
$720,200

Kirkwood
$800,000

Providence
$596,800

Crestmont
$631,000 / $779,800

Boltons - $625,700

Farrcroft $796,200 / $932,500

Lyndhurst - $176,700

Oxford Row
$213,500

The Crossing $316,600

Layton Hall- $509,000

Windy Hill
$848,700

Olde Fairfax Mews - $458,000

Railroad Square - $393,600

Fairfax 
Heights

$443,600

Little River Hills - $584,500

Courthouse Square - $394,900 / $606,400
Chancery Square - $606,800

Chancery Park - $639,800 / $830,500

Joyce Heights - $440,500

Maple Trace
$738,600

Providence Square $491,100

Wren’s Courtyard $699,500

Main Street Green - $188,000

Mason Oaks
$800,200

Pickett’s Reserve
$1,191,300

Cameron Glen - $668,500

Madison Mews - $710,100

Preserve at
Great Oaks
$757,000

City’s Real Property Tax Base
Increases 1.02 Percent in 2017

The city’s real property tax base is project-
ed to increase by about 1.02 percent for 2017.  
Equalization makes up 0.63 percent of this 
increase, while 0.39 percent is attributable to 
growth and new construction. This increase 
reflects only slightly improved market condi-
tions in the residential sector, but also little or 
no movement in the commercial sector.     

Real estate assessment notices, to be 
mailed in early March, will reflect an overall 
projected increase of about $60 million in as-
sessed value.

Residential assessments, which constitute 
roughly 64 percent of all assessments, will 
increase by approximately 1 percent overall 
this year, not including growth and new con-
struction.  

Existing single-family property assess-
ments are expected to increase 1.36 percent 
on average, ranging from 0 to 8 percent, 
depending on the neighborhood. Residen-
tial condominiums are expected to remain 
level with 2016 on average, ranging from 
-3 percent to +5 percent, depending on the 
neighborhood. Townhomes also are expected 
to remain level with 2016 on average, ranging 
from -2 percent to +4 percent, depending on 
the neighborhood.    

Overall, commercial real estate assess-
ments, which constitute roughly 36 percent 
of all assessments, are expected to decrease 

slightly (0.03 percent), not including growth 
and new construction.  

Average assessments will decline slightly 
for free-standing office buildings (0.8 per-
cent), while commercial condominiums will 
increase 2 percent on average. Other property 
types are expected to remain level with 2016 
on average including retail, industrial flex/
warehouse, multi-family, and vacant com-
mercial land.      

Commercial and residential development, 
newly constructed homes, and residential 
and commercial renovations have added an 
estimated $23 million to the property tax base 
for 2017. 

Revenues projected from real estate assess-
ments are central to the city’s annual budget.  
The City Council will set the 2017 tax rate 
during the budget process. The tax rate deter-
mines the amount of real estate taxes paid for 
the calendar year.  

Real estate assessments, made each year, 
are effective January 1. Virginia law requires 
real property assessed value reasonably reflect 
fair market value as indicated by recent sales, 
and that it be equitable with the assessments 
placed on comparable properties.  

Real estate assessment and sales informa-
tion, appeal forms, instructions, and other 
information are accessible on the city website. 
Information: 703-385-7840.

http://www.fairfaxva.gov
mailto:Terry.Lawver%40fairfaxva.gov?subject=Spring%20Cleanup%20Month
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Van Dyck Park 
Celebrates 50 With 
New Master Plan 

Van Dyck Park turns 50 in 2018, and 
has remained a centerpiece of the city park 
system since city resident and landscape 
architect Donald Lederer provided the 
original park design in 1968. In celebra-
tion, the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment has launched the Van Dyck Park 
Master Plan. Information: 703-385-7858.

The goal of the Van Dyck Park Master 
Plan is to discover ways to improve the 
park’s functionality, accessibility, and aes-
thetics; and to identify and manage its ero-
sion and stormwater issues, parking, and 
traffic flow.   

Public participation is key. Participa-
tion opportunities include:
•	 Taking the short online survey at www.

fairfaxva.gov/VanDyck50, available 
from March 1 through April 15

•	 Attending outreach sessions organized 
with homeowners associations and civic 
organizations

•	 Participating in outreach sessions con-
ducted at city events

•	 Attending one of the workshops to be 
held at 7:30 p.m. April 6 and May 18 
at the Stacy C. Sherwood Community 
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway
The new master plan was recom-

mended in the 2014 Parks and Recreation 
Strategic Master Plan. 

City Council Approves 
Wastewater Lateral 
Repair Assistance

Fairfax City Council has approved a 
program to assist eligible property owners 
with the cost of wastewater lateral repairs. 
Information: 703-273-6239. 

City wastewater customers will fund 
the program with a self-sustaining escrow 
account through a charge added to their 
wastewater bills beginning April 1: $18 per 
year per dwelling for single-family, town-
house, and duplex property owners; and 
$36 annually per connection for owners of 
apartment and condominium buildings; 
hotels and motels; and commercial or in-
dustrial facilities. Property owners also are 
encouraged to seek sufficient insurance 
coverage for water and wastewater damage 
and repairs.

Volunteer!Volunteers Sought for  
Advisory Boards
•	 Board of Architectural Review (one vacancy for architectural historian)
•	 Board of Zoning Appeals (one vacancy for city resident)
• 	 Commission for Women (two vacancies for city residents)
•	 Community Appearance Committee (five vacancies for city residents)

Applications will be considered at an upcoming City Council meeting following submission.  
Unless otherwise noted, city residency is required.  Submit letters of interest and résumé (if available)  

to City Clerk Melanie Crowder.  Vacancies are subject to change.  Prospective applicants who represent 
diverse or minority groups are especially encouraged to apply. Information: 703-385-7935.

The City of Fairfax provides real estate 
tax and rent relief for senior citizens and city 
residents with permanent and total disabili-
ties. 

Applications for these programs are 
available from the Finance Department and 
must be submitted by April 15. Information: 
703-359-2486.

Different types of real estate tax relief are 
granted on a sliding scale based on income. 
Qualified homeowners may choose basic tax 
relief (full or partial tax relief), tax deferral, 

Real Estate Tax Relief, Rent Relief Available
tax freeze, or combination tax freeze and 
deferral. 

Virginia offers a real estate tax exemp-
tion for the primary residence of certain 
disabled veterans and their surviving 
spouses. The veteran must be declared 100 
percent service-connected, permanently 
and totally disabled by the U.S.  Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

Rent relief is available for senior citizens 
or renters with permanent and total dis-
abilities. 

Fairfax motorists, remember: north-
bound Route 123/Chain Bridge Road is 
closed between Fairfax Boulevard (Route 
29/50) and Eaton Place. Additionally, CUE 
Bus Green 1 stops 134, 135, 136 and 190 
on Chain Bridge Road and Eaton Place are 
closed during this time. Northbound Chain 
Bridge Road traffic has access to I-66. 

Southbound Chain Bridge Road between 
I-66 and Fairfax Boulevard narrows to three 

lanes: one through, one left turn only and 
one right turn only. 

The Northfax project will provide road 
improvements and pedestrian accommoda-
tions, and eliminate roadway flooding at the 
intersection of Chain Bridge Road and Fair-
fax Boulevard. Construction is scheduled 
to be completed in summer 2018. Informa-
tion: www.northfax.com, www.fairfaxva.
gov, 703-385-7810.

Chain Bridge Road Closure in Effect

http://www.fairfaxva.gov
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/VanDyck
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/VanDyck
mailto:wecare@fairfaxva.gov
http://
mailto:CityClerk%40fairfaxva.gov?subject=Board%20and%20Commission%20information
http://www.northfax.com
http://www.fairfaxva.gov
http://www.fairfaxva.gov
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Where to Find Cityscreen-12
	 • Verizon FiOS: Channel 12
	 • Cox Communications: Channel 12  
	 • City website

The Fairfax Scene
	 Through March 15, enjoy highlights of the 
2017 Chocolate Lovers Festival.
	 Beginning April 15, learn the incredible 
story of Lewis Lee, a mulatto slave related to 
Blenheim’s Willcoxon family, his escape from 
slavery and the choices he made as a free 
man.
	 Daily: 2 pm, 6 pm
	 Archived online:  “special programming” 	
	 Available on city’s YouTube channel
 
Emergency Preparedness
	 This series, presented by the Office of 
Emergency Management, focuses on many 
aspects of emergency preparedness, such as 
emergency kits, tornadoes and power out-
ages.  
	 Plays at 10 am and 7 pm on days when 
meetings/replays are not scheduled. 

School Board 
     (Information: 703-385-7910)
March 6 regular meeting
•	 Spotlight on Learning.
•	 Student Representative Report.
•	 Presentation on Fairfax High School.
•	 Approval of Fairfax High School All-

Night Graduation donation.
March 20 work session
•	 Review Student Panel Questions.
•	 Advanced Academics Discussion.
•	 Community Use of Fairfax High School.

City Council
     (Information: 703-385-7935)
March 7 work session
•	 Community outreach on the City of 

Fairfax proposed budget for fiscal year 
2017-18.  

•	 Departmental presentations on the City 

of Fairfax proposed budget for fiscal 
year 2017-18.  

March 14 regular meeting
•	 Public hearing and Council action on a 

request by Howard Sharp for a special 
exception for the Fairfax Shopping Cen-
ter, 10406-10412 Fairfax Boulevard. 

•	 Public hearing on the City of Fairfax 
proposed budget for fiscal year 2017-18.

•	 Consideration of the maximum real 
estate tax rate for fiscal year 2017-18 
to be advertised. (This action sets the 
maximum real estate tax rate that can be 
adopted as part of the fiscal year 2017-18 
budget. This action does not set the actual 
real estate tax rate for fiscal year 2017-
18.)

March 28 regular meeting
•	 Consideration to receive the list of de-

linquent taxes from the city Treasurer, 

Cityscreen       Schedule
Programming subject to change. Confirm on Cityscreen-12. 703-385-7803.

write off taxes, and consideration to publish 
the list of delinquent taxes, in compliance 
with state code.

•	 Public hearing and Council action on a re-
quest by Epicure Café for a special use permit 
and a dancing and entertainment permit at 
11104 Lee Highway.

•	 Public hearing on the City of Fairfax pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 2017-18.

•	 Discussion and mark-up of the City of Fair-
fax proposed budget for fiscal year 2017-18.

Planning Commission 
     (Information: 703-385-7930)
March 13 regular meeting and work session
•	 Review and discussion of the Community 

Comments on the 2035 City of Fairfax Com-
prehensive Plan Draft Goals and Outcomes.

March 27 regular meeting and work session
•	 No agenda items are set.

School Board
Monday, March 6, 7:30 pm, LIVE
replays: 
	 Tuesday, March 7, 10 am
	 Thursday, March 9, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Archived online March 7
 
City Council
Tuesday, March 7, 7 pm, LIVE 
replays: 
	 Wednesday, March 8, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Friday, March 10, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Saturday, March 11, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Sunday, March 12, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Archived online March 8

Tuesday, March 14, 7 pm, LIVE 
replays: 
	 Wednesday, March 15, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Friday, March 17, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Saturday, March 18, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Sunday, March 19, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Archived online March 15

Tuesday, March 28, 7 pm, LIVE
replays: 
	 Wednesday, March 29, 10 am, 7 pm

	 Friday, March 31, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Saturday, April 1, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Sunday, April 2, 10 am, 7 pm
	 Archived online March 29

Planning Commission
Monday, March 13, 7 pm, LIVE
replays: 
	 Tuesday, March 14, 10 am
	 Thursday, March 16, 10 am, 7 pm
     Archived online March 14

Monday, March 27, 7 pm, LIVE
replays: 
	 Tuesday, March 28, 10 am
	 Thursday, March 30, 10 am, 7 pm
     Archived online March 28

Cityscreen-12 on DVD, Blu-ray
	 Cityscreen-12 programs are available for loan 
on Blu-ray and DVD.  Information: 703-385-
7850, WeCare@fairfaxva.gov. Copies of some 
programs may be purchased (DVD, $15; Blu-
ray, $20). Excerpts from city programs are made 
upon request (DVD, $30: Blu-ray, $35). Informa-
tion: Rachael.Roth@fairfaxva.gov, 703-385-7803.

Proposed Agendas
Meeting information and agendas subject to change. Please confirm prior to meeting. Contact information below.

http://www.fairfaxva.gov
mailto:WeCare@fairfaxva.gov
mailto:Rachael.Roth@fairfaxva.gov
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a

      City Council Reporter
Summary of City Council meeting actions. For a complete copy, or for the minutes of meetings, call 703-385-7935.

January 24, 2017
Items not requiring a public hearing
•	 Approved, 5-1, a resolution to proceed 

with 30% preliminary engineering for the 
University Drive Extension Project (UPC 
109309). 

		  Councilmember Miller further moved 
to approve a resolution to proceed with pre-
liminary engineering including evaluation of 
potential street design modifications for the 
University Drive Extension Project (UPC 
109309) and:

		  Whereas,  the City has developed a 
conceptual plan for the University Drive 
Extension, which was submitted to VDOT 
as part of the Smart Scale (previously HB2) 
funding application, which includes con-
struction of a new roadway between Fairfax 
Boulevard and Eaton Place north of Univer-
sity Drive; and 

		  Whereas, the property owners in the 
project area have been notified of the project 
and invited to comment on it; and 

		  Whereas, the estimated project 
costs including right of way/easement 
acquisition and construction will be ap-
proximately $10,000,000; and

		  Whereas, the City applied for and 
received Smart Scale funds from the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation for 
the project; and 

		  Now therefore, be it resolved by 
the City Council of the City of Fairfax, 
Virginia that the City Council approves 
the recommendation of staff to proceed 
with the preliminary engineering includ-
ing evaluation of potential street design 
modifications for the University Drive Ex-
tension (UPC 109309). (Councilmember 
Schmidt opposed.)

•	 Approved, unanimously, that the City of 
Fairfax initiate a traffic study on Univer-
sity Drive between Fairfax Boulevard and 
Kenmore Drive and direct staff to work 
with residents as soon as possible pursu-
ant to the city’s Traffic Calming Policy.

Public Encouraged to  
Attend, View Meetings

The public is encouraged to attend 
meetings and work sessions of the City 
Council, School Board and Planning 
Commission, and other city boards and 
commissions.  Information: 703-385-7850.

Proposed agendas for the City Council, 
School Board, and Planning Commission 
meetings and work sessions are published 
in the Cityscene (see page 5). Agendas are 
available before the meeting on the city 
website, from the City Clerk’s Office, and 
at the meeting. Public hearing announce-
ments are posted on the website, in City 
Hall, and available via the city app.

The public may speak at regular meet-
ings. Although it is not required, citizens 
may sign up to speak before the meeting.  
At work sessions, the public may view the 
proceedings, but there are no opportuni-
ties to speak.

Drivers use the brakes nearly a 
million times a year, usually without 

an issue. However, nearly 16,000 preventable 
crashes occur every year due to pedal error 
— when drivers mistake the accelerator for 
the brake, according to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

City of Fairfax Police Chief Carl Pardiny 
and the Police Chief Advisory Committee 
encourage drivers to exercise pedal safety 
to prevent accidents. Information: 703-273-
2889.

Pedal error crashes can occur when a driv-
er steps on the accelerator when intending to 
apply the brake; when the driver’s foot slips 
off the edge of the brake onto the accelerator; 
or when the driver intends to apply only the 
brake, but steps on both the brake and the ac-
celerator.

Here’s how drivers can decrease the chanc-
es of pedal error.
J	Get familiar – Drivers should properly ad-

just their seat, mirrors, steering wheel, and 

Police Chief, Advisory Committee 
Encourage Driver Pedal Error Awareness

pedals before starting the vehicle. When 
driving an unfamiliar (or less-familiar) 
vehicle, drivers should familiarize them-
selves with the location and feel of the 
accelerator and brake pedals.

J	Aim for the middle – Make a habit to 
aim for the center of the brake pedal ev-
ery time the brake is used. This reinforces 
muscle memory and reduces the chances 
of pedal error.

J	Avoid distractions – Stay focused on 
the driving task until after the vehicle is 
safely stopped, shifted into park, and the 
engine is turned off.

J	Be cautious – Proceed slowly and care-
fully when pulling in and backing out of 
parking spaces.

J	Wear proper shoes – Footwear affects a 
driver’s ability to operate a vehicle. Foot-
wear such as flip-flops, heavy boots, or 
high heels can contribute to pedal error 
crashes. Wear flat-soled and lightweight 
shoes when in the driver’s seat.

Transit Driver 
Appreciation Day 
March 17, 18

Transit drivers have a tough road 
ahead of them: keeping to a schedule, 
check fares, giving directions, remem-
bering requests — all while safely ma-
neuvering an extra-large vehicle through 
unpredictable traffic, tough weather 
conditions and some really tight spaces.

Thank your transit driver on Tran-
sit Driver Appreciation Day when the 
region observes it, March 17 (or on the 
actual day, March 18).

In the City of Fairfax, 34 drivers keep 
CUE Bus on the road — and two of them, 
Steve Shillingburg and Lisa DePuy, have 
been with CUE for 25-plus years.

On Transit Driver Appreciation Day, 
make sure your CUE Bus drivers know 
how valued they are. Something as easy 
as a smile and a wave when boarding 
makes a difference — or send a shout-out 
on Twitter at @CityofFairfaxCUE #tdad.

http://www.fairfaxva.gov
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George Mason University 
hosts events on the Fairfax 
campus in June that may 
affect traffic in and around 
campus. Information: today.
gmu.edu, 703-993-8846.

      City Council Reporter

Find out first! 
Find out fast! 

Enroll today: www.fairfaxva.
gov/fairfaxcityalert 
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Community Calendar
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Mason Improv: Com-
edy Improv Show,  
7 pm, Village Gallery 
(mature audiences)
Fairfax Symphony 
Orchestra: Mozart 
Masterpieces, 8 pm, 
Center for the Arts

26 27 28

Bingo, 7 pm, Fire Station 3 
(benefits the Fairfax Volun-
teer Fire Department)

Second Sunday Series: The 
Fairfax Ladies Memorial 
Association and the City of 
Fairfax  Cemetery, 2 pm, 
Fairfax Museum and Visitor 
Center 

Student Holiday LEGO 
Camp, 9 am to 5 pm, 
Sherwood Center
Bingo, 7 pm, Fire Station 3 
(benefits the Fairfax Volun-
teer Fire Department)

Ensemble Gaudior,  
8 pm, Old Town Hall

Transit Driver  
Appreciation Day

Mission of Mercy Dental 
Clinic, 6:30 am, NVCC Medi-
cal Education Campus, 6699 
Springfield Drive, Springfield

Northern Virginia 
Ceili, 6:30 pm, Green 
Acres Center

Appraisal Event, 10 am 
to 12:30 pm, Sherwood 
Center 
Harriet Tubman: The Chosen 
One, 2 pm, City Hall Annex

City of Fairfax Band: 
Barber, Bernstein and 
Broadway, 7:30 pm, 
Fairfax High School

Mission of Mercy Dental 
Clinic, 6:30 am, noon, NVCC 
Medical Education Campus, 
6699 Springfield Drive
Sherwood Family Movie 
Night: The BFG, 7 pm, Sher-
wood Center
Bingo, 7 pm, Fire Station 3

Sior-og Ensemble,  
8 pm, Old Town Hall

Transit Driver  
Appreciation Day  
(observed)

Bingo, 7 pm, Fire Station 3 
(benefits the Fairfax Volun-
teer Fire Department)

City Council  
meeting, 7 pm,  
City Hall Annex 

Economic Development 
Authority meeting, 6 pm, 
City Hall Annex
Historic Fairfax City Inc., 
meeting, 7 pm, Historic 
Blenheim

Business license renewal 
and payment due
Business recycling reports 
due
Board of Architectural 
Review meeting, 7 pm, City 
Hall Annex
Environmental Sustain-
ability Committee, 7 pm, 
Sherwood Center

Community Appearance 
Committee meeting, 7 pm, 
City Hall Annex

City Council 
work session and 
budget community 

outreach, 7 pm, City Hall 
Annex

City of Fairfax Democratic 
Committee meeting,  
7:30 pm, City Hall Annex

Funday Monday, 
10:30 am, Old Town 
Hall 

School Board work session, 
7:30 pm, Fairfax High 
School

Commission for Women 
meeting, 7 pm, City Hall
Commission on the Arts 
meeting, 7 pm, Sherwood 
Center

Board of Architectural 
Review meeting, 7 pm, City 
Hall Annex

Vendor applications due
Friday Morning 
Music Club, noon, 
Old Town Hall

City of Fairfax Republican 
Committee meeting,  
7:30 pm, Greene Turtle, 
3950 University Drive

City Council  
meeting, 7 pm,  
City Hall Annex

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS
City Government Information. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 703-585-7855
City News and Events. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 703-273-1776
Arts and Cultural Events. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 703-352-ARTS
City of Fairfax Regional Library. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 703-293-6227
Civil War Interpretive Center . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 703-591-0560
Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 703-385-8414
George Mason University Events. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 703-993-1000

Calendar information is subject to last-minute change.

Funday Monday, 
10:30 am, Old Town 
Hall 

Evening Under the Stars,  
7 pm, GMU Observatory

School Board  
meeting, 7:30 pm, 
City Hall Annex

Funday Monday, 
10:30 am, Old Town 
Hall 

Planning Commis-
sion meeting and 
work session, 7 pm, 
City Hall Annex

Funday Monday, 
10:30 am, Old Town 
Hall 

Planning Commis-
sion meeting and 
work session, 7 pm, 
City Hall Annex

Evening Under the Stars,  
7 pm, GMU Observatory

Fairfax Art League Art 
and Lunch, 10:30 am, 
Old Town Hall 

Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board meeting,  
7 pm, City Hall Annex

Fairfax Art League 
Reception, 7 pm, Old 
Town Hall

Celebrate as  
Fairfax turns 275 this year! 

Information: Fairfax275.com

29 30 31
Bingo, 7 pm, Fire Station 3 
(benefits the Fairfax Volun-
teer Fire Department)

Download the  
City of Fairfax  
mobile app  

today!

Free bus passes are available 
for secondary school students 
living in and attending school 

in the City of Fairfax and 
Fairfax County! 

Information: cuebus.org

http://www.fairfaxva.gov
http://today.gmu.edu
http://today.gmu.edu
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/fairfaxcityalert
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/fairfaxcityalert
http://Fairfax275.com
http://cuebus.org
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Green Acres Fitness  
Center Open Daily;  

Membership Available
Get your workout on at the Green Acres 

Fitness Center, 4401 Sideburn Road. Hours 
are 5-9 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Pick up a fitness pass ($96 per year or $15 
per month) or just drop in for a workout at $5 
per day. There is no charge for Senior Center 
members. Information: 703-273-6090.

Sherwood Family Movie 
Night: The BFG March 10

Watch The BFG for free March 10 at the 

Stacy C. Sherwood Community Center, 
3740 Old Lee Highway. Lights go down 
at 7 p.m. and participants may bring their 
own snacks. Additionally, non-perishable 
food donations are accepted from 7-9 p.m. 
by the Fairfax non-profit organization 
Britepaths. Information: 703-385-7858.

Music Performance Series  
Continues March 10, 24

The Bonita Lestina Performance Series 
continues with Sior-og Ensemble on March 
10. On March 24, enjoy Ensemble Gaudior. 

The free concerts begin at 8 p.m. at Old 
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive. Infor-
mation: 703-352-ARTS.

Second Sunday Series  
Features Cemetery March 12 

Learn from Museum Curator Susan 
Inskeep Gray the role of Fairfax women 
to reinter Confederate war dead and the 
cemetery’s transition to a community 
burial. The talk on The Fairfax Ladies Me-
morial Association and the Fairfax City 
Cemetery will be at 2 p.m. March 12 at the 

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 
Main Street. Information: 703-385-8414.

Senior Center Holds  
Appraisal Event March 25
Receive verbal appraisals from a certified 

appraiser on items such as jewelry, clocks, 
coins and more at the Young at Heart Ap-
praisal Event from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
March 25 at the Stacy C. Sherwood Commu-
nity Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway. 

Cost is $5 for admission and $5 per ap-
praisal (limit four). Proceeds benefit the 
Young at Heart Senior Center. 

Information: 703-273-6090.

City Band and Mason  
Cabaret Together March 25
The City of Fairfax Band features modern 

greats in Barber, Bernstein & Broadway, with 
special guests The Mason Cabaret of the 
George Mason University School of Theater. 
The event will be held at 7:30 p.m. March 
25 at Fairfax High School, 3501 Rebel Run. 
Tickets cost $15 for adults, $10 for seniors; 
free for children to age 18.
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